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However, the lines between collaboration and resistance are rarely so clear, and this tension is felt throughout the story. Rather than a weakness of the memoir, however, I would suggest that this uneasiness accurately reflects the reality of the Tibetan experience, which has yet to come to terms with its own equivocal responses to the incorporation of Central Tibet into the modern Chinese state.
For this very reason, Khetsun s story is most compelling and insightful when he describes the quotidian hardships of a Tibetan "class enemy," the physical and mental deprivations, strategies of survival, fear of betrayal, systems of rewards and punishments, cruelty of the powerful, and the persistence of humor, hope, love, and the human will. Unfortunately, however, at times the story veers from personal to national narrative, in the process blurring the lines between eye witness account and a more amorphous national memory. 
